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Hong Kong SAR Passport Holders Can Now Use Automatic Channels
to Enter the Kingdom of Thailand

Effective from 15 September 2018, Thailand and Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) will implement the mutual use of the automatic immigration services
at their respective airports. Under this cooperation, holders of Hong Kong Special
Administration Region passport who travel by air will be allowed to use automatic
channels to enter to the Kingdom of Thailand, while holders of Thai ordinary passports
can enroll to use the e-Channel services in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong SAR passport holders are allowed to use the automatic channels at
Suvannabhumi and Don Mueang airports. Hong Kong SAR passport holders who wish
to use the automatic channels do not need to pre-register with the Thai Immigration
Office.

The automatic channel system will record passenger information and fingerprints
for identification for subsequent visits.

The automatic channel is reserved for visitors who wish to enter the Kingdom of
Thailand for the purpose of tourism (a 30-day visa exemption scheme). For other
purposes of visit, visitors need to apply for a visa and go through the regular
immigration process.

The Immigration Bureau of Thailand stated that the decision to use the automatic
channel was based on consideration of security and reciprocity as agreed to by the
Royal Thai Government and the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region. Hong Kong has announced that Thai passport holders can use the e-Channel
services at Hong Kong International Airport (Chek Lap Kok Airport) and other airports.
Thai passport holders are required to enroll for the e-Channel service in Hong Kong
before using the e-Channels for immigration clearance.

The cooperation on the mutual use of automatic immigration services between the two
sides will help enhance immigration processing procedures and facilitate greater flow of
visitors between Thailand and Hong Kong SAR. The cooperation marks another
significant step of close cooperation between the Kingdom of Thailand and the
Government of the Hong Kong SAR and reflects the mutual efforts to promote closer
people-to-people relations after the agreement on exemption of visa between the two
sides was signed in 1997.

The Immigration Bureau of Thailand
14 September 2018



